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ARTICLE XVIII 
 

PARKING 
 
Section 15-290   Definitions. 
 
 Unless otherwise specifically provided or unless clearly required by the context, the words 
and phrases defined below shall have the meaning indicated when used in this section. 
 

(1) CIRCULATION AREA.  That portion of the vehicle accommodation area used for 
access to parking or loading areas or other facilities on the lot.  Essentially, 
driveways and other maneuvering areas (other than parking aisles) comprise the 
circulation area. 

(2) DRIVEWAY.  That portion of the vehicle accommodation area that consists of a 
travel lane bounded on either side by an area that is not part of the vehicle 
accommodation area. 

(3) GROSS FLOOR AREA.  The total area of a building measured by taking the outside 
dimensions of the building at each floor level intended for occupancy or storage. 

(4) LOADING AND UNLOADING AREA.  That portion of the vehicle accommodation area 
used to satisfy the requirements of Section 15-300. 

(5) PARKING AREA AISLES.  That portion of the vehicle accommodation area 
consisting of lanes providing access to parking spaces. (AMENDED 2/4/86) 

(6) PARKING SPACE.  A portion of the vehicle accommodation area set for the parking 
of one vehicle. 

(7) VEHICLE ACCOMMODATION AREA.  That portion of a lot that is used by vehicles 
for access, circulation, parking and loading and unloading.  It comprises the total of 
circulation areas, loading and unloading areas, and parking areas. 

(8) VEHICLE STORAGE AREA.  That portion of a vehicle accommodation area used in 
connection with a 9.200 or 9.400 classification use as a place to park vehicles 
temporarily while they are waiting to be worked on or pending the pick-up of such 
vehicles by their owners. 

 
Section 15-291   Number of Parking Spaces Required. 
 
 (a) Subject to Section 15-292.1, all developments shall provide a sufficient number of 
parking spaces to accommodate the number of vehicles that ordinarily are likely to be attracted to 
the development in question.  In addition, all 9.200 and 9.400 classification uses shall provide 
sufficient vehicle storage area to accommodate the number of vehicles likely to be on the premises 
awaiting work or pending removal of their owners. (AMENDED 2/4/86; 5/18/04) 
 
 (b) The presumptions established by this article are that: (i) a development must comply 
with the parking standards set forth in subsection (g) to satisfy the requirement stated in subsection 
(a), and (ii) any development that does meet these standards is in compliance.  However, the Table 
of Parking Standards is only intended to establish a presumption and should be flexibly 
administered, as provided in Section 15-292. 
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 (c) Uses in the Table of Parking Requirements [subsection (g)], are indicated by a 
numerical reference keyed to the Table of Permissible Uses, Section 15-146.  When determination 
of the number of parking spaces required by this table results in a requirement of a fractional space, 
any fraction of one-half or less may be disregarded, while a fraction in excess of one-half shall be 
counted as one parking space. 
 
 (d) With respect to any parking lot that is required to be paved (see Section 15-296): 
(AMENDED 9/13/83) 
 

(1) The number of parking spaces required by this article may be reduced by a 
total of one space if the developer provides a bikerack or similar device that 
offers a secure parking area for at least five bicycles. 

 
(2) In non-residential districts, the number of parking spaces required by this 

article may be reduced by one space for each motorcycle pad provided, up to 
a total of five percent of the required number of spaces. 

 
 (e) Whenever a building is constructed with the intention that it be used in whole or in 
part for use classification 2.120, 2.220, 2.320, 3.120, or 3.220, the building shall be constructed on 
the lot in such a manner that sufficient usable space remains on the lot to add the additional parking 
spaces that would be required to convert the use of the building entirely to use classification 2.110, 
2.210, 2.310, 3.110, or 3.210.  In addition, whenever a developer proposes to construct a building to 
be used for purposes that require a lesser number of parking spaces than other uses to which the 
building might well be put at some future date, the administrator shall send to the developer a 
certified letter explaining that sufficient space should be left on the lot to add parking spaces at a 
later time if required.  (AMENDED 2/4/86) 
 
 (f) The Board recognizes that the Table of Parking Requirements set forth in subsection 
(g) cannot and does not cover every possible situation that may arise.  Therefore, in cases not 
specifically covered, the permit-issuing authority is authorized to determine the parking 
requirements using this table as a guide.  In addition, the Board of Aldermen may authorize a 
reduction of up to 25 percent in the parking requirement when approving a Village Mixed Use 
Master Plan or Conditional Use Permit or an Office/Assembly development Conditional Use 
Permit.  Land necessary to meet the full, presumptive, parking requirement must be identified 
during the plan approval process and must be reserved should the need for additional parking arise 
in the future.  (AMENDED 05/25/99) 
 
 (g) Table of Parking Requirements (AMENDED 11/28/06) 
 

 PART I. 
USE  PARKING REQUIREMENT (EXCEPT AS NOTED IN PART II OF THIS TABLE) 

1.100 2 spaces per dwelling unit plus one space per room rented out in each dwelling unit 
(see Accessory Uses, Section 15-150). These required spaces shall be in addition to 
any space provided within an enclosed or partially enclosed garage.  (AMENDED 
2/24/84; 08/27/96) 
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 PART I. 
USE  PARKING REQUIREMENT (EXCEPT AS NOTED IN PART II OF THIS TABLE) 

1.200 2 spaces for each dwelling unit, except that one bedroom units require only one 
space. 

  

1.300 With respect to multi-family units located in buildings where each dwelling unit has 
an entrance and living space on the ground floor, the requirement shall be 1½ spaces 
for each one bedroom unit and 2 spaces  for each unit with two or more bedrooms.  
Multi-family units limited to persons of low- or moderate-income or the elderly 
require only 1 space per unit.  All other multi-family units require 1 space for each 
bedroom in each unit plus 1 additional space for every four units in the development. 
(AMENDED 5/10/83) 

  

1.340 1 space per every four dwelling units.  (AMENDED 01/11/00) 
  

1.410 
1.420 

1 space for each bedroom. 

  

1.430 1 space for each room to be rented. 
  

1.510 1 space per room plus additional spaces for restaurant or other facilities. 
(AMENDED 11/28/06) 

  
  

1.61 
1.62 
1.63 

3 spaces for every five beds except for uses exclusively servicing children under 16, 
in which case 1 space for every 3 beds shall be required. 

  

1.900 4 spaces for offices of physicians or dentists; 2 spaces for attorneys; 1 space for all 
others. 

  

2.110 1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area. 
  

2.120 
2.130 

1 space per 400 square feet of gross floor area. 

  

2.140 1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area plus reservoir lane capacity equal to 
three spaces per window. (AMENDED 2/4/86) 

  

2.150 1 space per 200 square feet in the portion of the building to be used for retail sales 
plus 1 space for every two employees on the maximum shift. (AMENDED 
04/15/97) 

  

2.210 1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area. (AMENDED 2/4/86) 
  

2.220 
2.230 

1 space per 400 square feet of gross floor area. 

  

2.240 
 
2.250 

1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area plus reservoir lane capacity equal to 
three spaces per window. 
(AMENDED 10/23/18) 

2.310 1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area. 
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 PART I. 
USE  PARKING REQUIREMENT (EXCEPT AS NOTED IN PART II OF THIS TABLE) 

2.320 1 space per 400 square feet of gross floor area. 
  

2.330 1 space per 400 square feet of gross floor area. 
  

3.110 1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area. 
  

3.120 1 space per 400 square feet of gross floor area. 
  

3.130 
3.131 

1 space per 150 square feet of gross floor area. 
(AMENDED 10/23/18) 

  

3.150 1 space per 200 square feet of ground floor area. (AMENDED 06/20/95) 
  

3.210 1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area. 
  

3.220 1 space per 400 square feet of gross floor area. 
  

3.230 1 space per 200 square feet of area within main building plus reservoir lane capacity 
equal to five spaces per window (10 spaces if window serves two stations). 

  

3.250 3 spaces arranged in close proximity to this use. (AMENDED 09/01/92) 
  

3.260 1 space for every full time employee; 1 space for every 2 part time employees; 1 
space for every 3 volunteers; 1 space for every 20 seats in the portion of the building 
used for dining and 1 space for every 100 square feet of the building dedicated 
toward meeting or educational space (depending on programming needs, this 
requirement may apply to the kitchen and dining spaces). (AMENDED 03/22/16) 

4.100 
4.200 

1 space for every two employees on the maximum shift except that in the B-1-G, 
B-2, B-3, and B-4 zones, such uses may provide 1 space per 200 square feet of gross 
floor area. 

  

5.110 1.75 spaces per classroom in elementary schools  
5.0 spaces per classroom in high schools. 

  

5.120 1 space per 100 square feet of gross floor area. 
  

5.130 1 space per 150 square feet of gross floor area. 
  

5.200 1 space per every four seats in the portion of the church building to be used for 
services plus spaces for any residential use as determined in accordance with the 
parking requirements set forth above for residential uses, plus 1 space for every 200 
square feet of gross floor area designed to be used neither for services nor residential 
purposes. 

  

5.310 
5.320 

1 space per 300 square feet of gross floor area. 

  

5.400 1 space per 300 square feet of gross floor area. 
  

6.110 1 space for every 3 persons that the facilities are designed to accommodate when 
fully utilized (if they can be measured in such a fashion -- example tennis courts or 
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 PART I. 
USE  PARKING REQUIREMENT (EXCEPT AS NOTED IN PART II OF THIS TABLE) 

bowling alleys) plus 1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area used in a manner 
not susceptible to such calculation. 

  

6.120 
6.130 

1 space for every four seats. 

  

6.140 1 space for every 200 square feet of gross floor area within enclosed buildings 
(AMENDED 2/2/88) 

  

6.210 
6.220 

1 space per 200 square feet of area within enclosed buildings, plus 1 space for every 
3 persons that the outdoor facilities are designed to accommodate when used to the 
maximum capacity. 

  

6.230 Miniature golf course – 1 space per 300 square feet of golf course area plus 1 space 
per 200 square feet of building gross floor area; Driving range -- 1 space per tee plus 
1 space per 200 square feet in building gross floor area; Par Three Course -- 2 spaces 
per golf hole plus 1 space per 200 square feet of building gross floor area. 

  

6.240 1 space per horse that could be kept at the stable when occupied to maximum 
capacity. 

  

6.250 1 space for every three seats. 
  

6.260 1 space per speaker outlet. 
  

7.100 2 spaces per bed. 
  

7.200 3 spaces for every 5 beds 
  

7.300 
7.400 

1 space for every two employees on maximum shift. 

  

8.100 1 space per 100 square feet of gross floor area. (AMENDED 2/24/87) 
  

8.200 1 space for every four outside seats. (AMENDED 2/24/87) 
  

8.300 1 space for each drive-in service spot. (AMENDED 2/24/87) 
  

8.400 Reservoir lane capacity equal to five spaces per drive-in window. (AMENDED 
2/24/87) 

  

8.500 Spaces to be determined according to projected level of carry-out service. 
(AMENDED 2/24/87) 

  

8.600 1 space per 200 square feet of floor area plus one space per employee engaged in 
delivery service. (AMENDED 2/24/87) 

  

8.800 
 

1 space per 100 square feet of performing arts space plus additional spaces for 
associated and accessory uses as indicated in this table, either Part I or Part II, 
whichever is less. (AMENDED 11/27/18) 
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 PART I. 
USE  PARKING REQUIREMENT (EXCEPT AS NOTED IN PART II OF THIS TABLE) 

9.100 1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area plus an extra 810 square foot vehicle 
storage area per repair bay. 

  
  

  
9.200 2 regular spaces per bay plus a 1,540 square foot vehicle storage area per bay. 

(AMENDED 2/4/86) 
  

9.300 1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area of building devoted primarily to gas 
sales operation; plus sufficient parking area to accommodate 2 vehicles per pump 
without interfering with other parking spaces. 

  

9.400 2 regular spaces per bay and office plus an 810 square foot vehicle storage area per 
bay. (AMENDED 2/4/86, 10/20/92) 

  

9.500 Conveyer type--1 space for every three employees on the maximum shift plus 
reservoir capacity equal to five times the capacity of the washing operation.  
Self-service type--2 spaces for drying and cleaning purposes per stall plus two 
reservoir spaces in front of each stall. 

  

10.210 
10.220 

1 space for every two employees on the maximum shift but not less than 1 space per 
5,000 square feet of area devoted to storage (whether inside or outside). 

  

11.000 1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area. 
  

12.100 
12.200 

1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area. 

  

13.100 
13.200 
13.300 
13.400 

1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area. 

  

14.100 
14.200 
14.300 
14.400 

1 space for every 2 employees on maximum shift. 

  

15.100 
15.200 

1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area. 

  

15.300 1 space for every 2 employees on maximum shift. 
  

15.400 1 space per 100 square feet of gross floor area. 
  

15.500 1 space per 400 square feet of gross floor area of the collection facility plus 1 space 
per employee or attendant. (AMENDED 6/28/83) 

  

16.100 1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area plus reservoir lane capacity equal to 
three spaces per window. 
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 PART I. 
USE  PARKING REQUIREMENT (EXCEPT AS NOTED IN PART II OF THIS TABLE) 

  

16.200 1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area. 
  

19.000 1 space per 1,000 square feet of lot area used for storage, display, or sales. 
(AMENDED 5/12/81) 

  

20.000 
21.000 

1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area. 
  

22.000 1 space for every employee plus 1 space per 250 square feet of floor area used for day 
care in addition to spaces for any residential use as determined in accordance with the 
parking requirements set forth above for residential uses. 

  

23.000 
 
 

1 space per 200 square feet of gross floor area. 
1 space per room plus additional space for restaurant or other facilities. 
 

34.000 
34.100 
34.200 

 
1 space per room plus additional spaces for restaurant or other facilities. 
2 spaces per main dwelling unit plus 1 space per room. (AMENDED 06/22/99; 
11/28/06) 

 PART II. (APPLIES TO PROPERTIES LOCATED WITHIN THE B-1(C), B-
1(G), AND B-2 ZONING DISTRICTS 

USE  PARKING REQUIREMENT 
1.100 
1.200 
1.300 

1 per bedroom and no more than 2 
1 per bedroom and no more than 2 
1 per bedroom and no more than 2 

1.500 .75 per room (Note: This does not include parking for associated conference and/or 
restaurant facilities.) 

2.000 
3.000 

1 per 300 square feet of gross floor area 
1 per 400 square feet of gross floor area 

 (AMENDED 02/04/97; 01/11/00; 5/18/04) 
 

(h) Bicycle parking shall be provided in accordance with the provisions of this subsection 
by all developments that fall within the use classifications shown in the following Table 
of Bicycle Parking Standards.  
 
When determination of the number of spaces required by this table results in a require-
ment of a fractional space, any fraction of one-half or less shall be disregarded, while a 
fraction in excess of one-half shall be counted as one space. 
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Table of Bicycle Parking Standards (AMENDED 11/27/18) 

Use Bicycle Parking Requirement 
1.300 1.5 spaces per unit 
2.100 
2.200 
2.300 

1 space per 10 presumptively required auto spaces, with a minimum of 5 spaces 

3.100 
3.200 

1 space per 10 presumptively required auto spaces, with a minimum of 5 spaces 

3.260 1 space for every 5 seats in the portion of the building used for dining 
5.100 1 space per 10 students plus 1 space per 10 employees 
6.200 1 space per 4 presumptively required auto spaces 
8.100 
8.200 
8.800 

1 space per 10 presumptively required auto spaces, with a minimum of 5 spaces 

10.100 1 space per 10 auto spaces, with a minimum of 5 spaces 
34.100 1 space per 5 rooms, up to 50 rooms; 1 space per 10 rooms above 50 rooms 

          (AMENDED 6/19/12; 3/22/16) 
 
 
Section 15-292   Flexibility in Administration Required (AMENDED 10/23/18) 
 
 (a) The Board recognizes that due to the particularities of any given development, the inflexible 
application of the parking standards set forth in Subsection 15-291(g) may result in a development 
either with inadequate parking space or parking space far in excess of its needs.  The former situation 
may lead to traffic congestion or parking violations in adjacent streets as well as unauthorized parking 
in nearby private lots.  The latter situation results in a waste of money as well as a waste of space that 
could more desirably be used for valuable development or environmentally useful open space.  
Therefore, as suggested in Section 15-191, the permit-issuing authority may permit deviations from the 
presumptive requirements of Subsection 15-291(g) and may require more parking or allow less parking 
whenever it finds that such deviations are more likely to satisfy the standard set forth in subsection 
15-291(a).  In addition, that same flexible approach shall be followed with respect to the vehicle storage 
area requirements set forth in the preceding table. 
 

(a1) The Board also recognizes that due to the particularities of any given devel-
opment, the inflexible application of bicycle parking standards set forth in Subsection 15-
291(h) and 15-295.1 may result in a development either with inadequate parking space or 
parking space in excess of its needs.  Therefore, the permit-issuing authority may permit de-
viations from the presumptive requirements of Subsection 15-291(h) and 15-295.1 may re-
quire more or less bicycle parking subject to the criteria in Subsection 15-292(b1). 

 
 (b) Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the permit-issuing authority may allow 
deviations from the parking requirements set forth in Subsection 15-291(g) when it finds that: 
 

(1) A residential development is irrevocably oriented toward the elderly; 
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(2) A residential development is located on a bus line, is located in close 

proximity to the central business district, and is committed to a policy of 
placing restrictions on the vehicle ownership of its tenants. 

 
(3) A business is primarily oriented to walk-in trade. 
 

 (b1)  The permit-issuing  authority  may  allow  deviations  from  the  bicycle  parking 
requirements set forth in Subsection 15-291(h) when it finds at least one of the following: 
 

(1)      A residential development is irrevocably oriented toward the elderly, and 
or persons with disabilities; or 

 
(2)       A residential or commercial development is located on a lot, constrained 

by size or topography, such that the installation of the presumptive number bicycle 
parking spaces that comply with the Design Standards for Bicycle Parking in Section 
15-295.1 is impracticable.  In those cases, the development shall instead provide the 
maximum number of bicycle parking spaces practicable. 

 
 (c) Whenever the permit-issuing authority allows or requires a deviation from the 
presumptive parking requirements set forth in subsections 15-291(g), 15-291(h) and 15-295.1, 
it shall enter on the face of the permit the parking requirement that it imposes and the reasons for 
allowing or requiring the deviation.  
 

(d)  If the permit-issuing authority concludes, based upon information it receives in the 
consideration of a specific development proposal, that the presumption established by subsec-
tions 15-291(g) and 15-291(h) for a particular use classification is erroneous, it shall initiate a 
request for an amendment to the Table of Parking Requirements in accordance with the proce-
dures set forth in Article XX.  

 
Section 15-292.1  Payment of Fee In Lieu of Providing Parking Spaces  
 
 (a)  With respect to properties within the B-1(C), B-1(G), and B-2 districts that are devel-
oped for commercial purposes, the permit issuing authority may authorize the developer to fore-
go the construction of parking spaces otherwise required on the developer’s property pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 15-291 of this Article for commercial uses if (i) the permit issuing au-
thority finds that the parking needs of such development can be met by public parking facilities 
that are located or expected to be constructed within a reasonable time within reasonable proxim-
ity to the proposed development, and (ii) the developer pays to the town for each such space that 
is not constructed a fee in lieu of providing that space in an amount determined as provided in 
subsection (b) of this section.  This fee shall be paid before an occupancy permit is issued to the 
development, unless the permit issuing authority by condition establishes another time. 
 

(b) The amount of the fee authorized by this section shall be determined by estimating 
the cost of providing a paved parking space (including land and improvement costs) that meets 
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the requirements of this Article.  This determination shall be made annually and the fee shall be 
included in the Miscellaneous Fees and Charges Schedule adopted by the Board of Aldermen. 

 
(c) Any fees collected in accordance with this section shall be reserved and used exclu-

sively to meet the purposes for which they have been obtained as specified above in subsection 
(a). 
 
Section 15-293   Parking Space Dimensions (AMENDED 9/13/83) 
 
 (a)  Subject to subsection (b) and (c), parking spaces shall contain a rectangular area at least 
eight and one-half feet wide and eighteen feet long.  Lines demarcating parking spaces may be drawn at 
various angles in relation to curbs or aisles, as long as the parking spaces so created contain within 
them the rectangular area required by this section. (AMENDED 2/5/08) 
 
 (b)  In parking areas containing ten or more spaces, up to 40% of the parking spaces 
may be set aside for the exclusive use of compact cars, provided the compact car area is desig-
nated for exclusive use by compact cars, and that adequate signs are provided designating and 
informing the public of the exclusive use. A compact parking space shall contain a rectangular 
area eight feet wide and fifteen feet long.  (AMENDED 4/24/12) 
 
 (c) Wherever parking consists of spaces set aside for parallel parking, one foot shall be 
added to the minimum required width, and three feet to the minimum required length. 
 
 (d) Motorcycle pads shall contain a rectangular area at least four feet wide and eight feet 
long.  Spaces shall be located at either end of parking aisles and shall have, centered, a concrete or 
metal strip one square foot in area to accommodate the use of kick stands. 
 
 
Section 15-294   Required Width of Parking Area Aisles (AMENDED 5/18/04) 
 

(a) Subject to subsections (b) and (c) parking area aisles shall have a minimum width 
between parking spaces as follows: (AMENDED 6/26/84) 
 
 

 

 STANDARD, OR NON-SUBCOMPACT AREA 
 PARKING ANGLE 

AISLE TYPE 0° 45° 60° 90° 
ONE WAY 13 13 18 24 
TWO WAY 19 21 23 24 

 
 (b) In parking areas where subcompact spaces are provided pursuant to 15-293(b) of this 
ordinance, parking aisle spaces adjoining subcompact spaces shall have a minimum width between 
such parking spaces as follows: 
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 STANDARD AREA PARKING ANGLE 
AISLE TYPE 0° 45° 60° 90° 
ONE WAY 13 13 14 20 
TWO WAY 19 21 23 24 

 
(c) The width of a parking aisle serving 90o angle parking may be reduced to eighteen feet if (i) 

not more than ten spaces are to be served by an aisle with such reduced width, and (ii) the 
aisle “dead ends”, i.e., is not used as an access way to other areas. (AMENDED 6/26/84) 

 
(d) Driveways shall be not less than ten feet in width for one way traffic and eighteen feet in 

width for two way traffic, except that ten foot wide driveways are permissible for two way 
traffic when (i) the driveway is not longer than fifty feet, (ii) it provides access to not more 
than ten spaces, and (iii) sufficient turning space is provided so that vehicles need not back 
into a public street. (AMENDED 6/26/84) 

 
(e) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this section, the permit issuing authority may 

allow the use of geometric standards other that those specified in this section if the 
permit issuing authority finds that (i) the plans for the vehicle accommodation area 
are sealed by a registered engineer with recognized expertise in parking facility de-
sign, and (ii) the alternative design will satisfy off-street parking requirements as ade-
quately as would a facility using the specifications set forth in this section and would 
otherwise be consistent with public safety. 

 
Section 15-295   General Design Requirements (AMENDED 5/18/04) 
 
 (a) Vehicle accommodation areas shall be designed so that, without resorting to 
extraordinary movements, vehicles may exit such areas without backing onto a public street.  This 
requirement does not apply to parking areas consisting of driveways that serve one or two dwelling 
units. 
 
 (b) Every vehicle accommodation area shall be designed so that vehicles cannot extend 
beyond the perimeter of such area onto adjacent properties or public rights-of-way.  Such areas shall 
also be designed so that vehicles do not extend over sidewalks or tend to bump against or damage any 
wall, vegetation, or other obstruction. 
 
 (c) Circulation areas shall be designed so that vehicles can proceed safely without posing a 
danger to pedestrians or other vehicles and without interfering with parking areas. 
 

(d) Vehicle storage areas are not required to observe any particular configuration but shall 
be so located and designed so that the entire amount of required square footage of such 
areas can be used for the purpose intended without creating any substantial danger of 
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injury to persons or property and without impeding vehicular movement in the adjacent 
street. (AMENDED 2/4/86) 

 
(e) To the extent practicable, parking shall not be allowed between a building façade 

and a street right-of-way in the B-1(c), B-1(g), and B-2 zoning districts. 
 

Section 15-295.1  Design Standards for Bicycle Parking (AMENDED 6/19/12; 11/19/13) 
 
(a) Bicycle parking may be located in any parking area or in other locations that are 
easily accessible, clearly visible from the entrance it serves, and do not impede pedestrian 
or motorized vehicle movement into or around the site.  At least 50 percent of bicycle 
parking shall be sheltered.  Designating space for bicycle parking within buildings is an 
option to consider when feasible. 

(b) When a percentage of the required motorized vehicle spaces are provided in a 
structure, an equal percentage of the required bicycle spaces shall be located inside that 
structure, unless an equivalent number of other accessible covered bicycle parking spaces 
are located elsewhere on the site. 

(c) Where bicycle parking facilities are not clearly visible to approaching cyclists, 
signs shall be posted to direct cyclists to the facilities. 

(d) Facilities shall provide at least a 30 inch clearance from the centerline of each ad-
jacent bicycle rack/support structure and at least 24 inches from walls or other obstruc-
tions. 

(e) An aisle or other space shall be provided for bicycles to enter and leave the facili-
ty. The aisle shall have a width of at least four feet to the front or the rear of a standard 
six-foot bicycle parked in the facility. 

(f) Each bicycle parking space shall be sufficient to accommodate a bicycle at least 
six feet in length and two feet wide. Overhead clearance shall be at least seven feet. 

 
(g) Bicycle parking spaces shall be clearly marked as such and shall be separated 
from motorized vehicle parking by some form of physical barrier designed to protect a bi-
cycle from being hit by a motorized vehicle. 

(h) Each bicycle parking space shall be provided with some form of stable frame 
permanently anchored to a foundation to which a bicycle frame and both wheels may be 
conveniently secured using either a chain and padlock or a U-lock. The frame shall sup-
port a bicycle in a stable position without damage to the frame, wheels, or components.  
The rack designs commonly known as “inverted U”, “A”, and “post-and-loop” are pre-
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ferred types.  The “wave”, “toast”, and “comb” racks, as described in Chapter 7, Figure 7-
60, of the Comprehensive Bicycle Transportation Plan, are discouraged and shall not 
count toward fulfillment of the requirements in Sec. 15-291(h). (AMENDED 11/19/13) 

(i) Bicycle racks should be designed and constructed according to Design Guidelines 
of the Carrboro Bicycle Plan. 

Section 15-296   Vehicle Accommodation Area Surfaces 
 
 (a) Subject to subsections (e), (f), (g), and (h) vehicle accommodation areas that (i) 
include lanes for drive-in windows; (ii) are required to contain more than 1,000 square feet of 
vehicle storage area; or (iii) contain parking areas that are required to have more than ten parking 
spaces and that are used regularly at least five days per week shall be graded and surfaced with 
asphalt, concrete or other material that will provide equivalent protection against potholes, erosion, 
and dust. Specifications for surfaces meeting the standard set forth in this subsection are contained in 
Appendix D. (AMENDED 2/4/86; 3/4/86; 6/26/90; 5/6/03) 
 
 (b) Vehicle accommodation areas that are not provided with the type of surface specified in 
subsection (a) shall be graded and surfaced with crushed stone, gravel, or other suitable material (as 
provided in the specifications set forth in Appendix D) to provide a surface that is stable and will help 
to reduce dust and erosion.  The perimeter of such parking areas shall be defined by bricks, stones, 
railroad ties, or other similar devices.  In addition,  whenever such a vehicle accommodation area abuts 
a paved street, the driveway leading from such street to such area (or, if there is no driveway, the 
portion of the vehicle accommodation area that opens onto such streets), shall be paved as provided in 
subsection (a) for a distance of fifteen feet back from the edge of the paved street.  This subsection shall 
not apply to single-family residences, duplexes, multi-family residences consisting of two dwelling 
units, homes for the handicapped or infirm, or other uses that are required to have only one or two 
parking spaces. 
 
 (c) Parking spaces in areas surfaced in accordance with subsection (a) shall be appropriately 
demarcated with painted lines or other markings.  Parking spaces in areas surfaced in accordance with 
subsection (b) shall be demarcated whenever practicable. 
 
 (d) Vehicle accommodation areas shall be properly maintained in all respects.  In particular, 
and without limiting the foregoing, vehicle accommodation area surfaces shall be kept in good 
condition (free from potholes, etc.) and parking space lines or markings shall be kept clearly visible and 
distinct. 
 
 (e) Vehicle accommodation areas that constitute 10.100 classification uses (independent 
automobile parking lots or garages) and that contain more than ten parking spaces shall meet the 
surfacing requirements set forth in subsection (a) unless it clearly appears that the 10.100 classification 
use is intended to be temporary (not exceeding four years).  In no event may the 10.100 use continue for 
more than four years unless the lot is paved in accordance with this subsection.  Notwithstanding the 
provisions of Article VIII (Nonconforming Situations), (i) any parking lot made nonconforming by this 
subsection on its effective date shall be brought into compliance within twelve months after the 
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effective date, and (ii) unpaved temporary 10.100 uses in operation on the effective date of this 
subsection must be paved or terminated within one year thereafter or four years from the initial use of 
such lot, whichever comes later. (AMENDED 3/11/86) 
 
 (f) The paving requirement of subsection (a) shall not apply to parking areas owned or 
leased by the town that are used for public parking for a period of time less than four years.  If such 
areas are used for parking for a period in excess of four years, then such areas must be paved if 
otherwise required under the standards set forth in subsection (a). (AMENDED 3/4/86) 
 

(g) The paving requirement of subsection (a) shall not apply to any lot within the B-1(c) 
zoning district.  However, lots that would otherwise be required to be paved but for this 
exception shall be required to comply with the shading provisions set out in Subsection 
15-317. (AMENDED 6/26/90) 

 
(h) When any tract of land is developed under circumstances requiring the issuance of a 

special or conditional use permit, and paving is required per Section 15-296(a), the 
vehicle overhang area located behind a parking stop may be unpaved as shown in 
Appendix D-3. (AMENDED 5/6/03) 

 
Section 15-297  Joint Use of Required Parking Spaces (AMENDED 5/18/04) 
 
 (a) One parking area may contain required spaces for several different uses, but except as 
otherwise provided in this section, the required space assigned to one use may not be credited to any 
other use. 
 
 (b) To the extent that developments that wish to make joint use of the same parking spaces 
operate at different times, the same spaces may be credited to both uses.  For example, if a parking lot 
is used in connection with an office building on Monday through Friday but is generally 90% vacant on 
weekends, another development that operates only on weekends could be credited with 90% of the 
spaces on that lot.  Or, if a church parking lot is generally occupied only to 50% of capacity on days 
other than Sunday, another development could make use of 50% of the church lot’s spaces on those 
other days. 
 

(c)  With respect to properties within the B-1(c), B-1(g), and B-2 districts where two 
or more use classifications on the same site have two or more distinct peak parking usage 
periods, the number of parking spaces required may be reduced to the amount that results 
from dividing the total number of spaces otherwise required by the following ratios: 

 
Use Classifications Reduction Ratio 

2.000 and 3.000 uses 1.2 
2.000 and 1.500 uses 1.3 
2.000 and 1.100/1.200/1.300 uses  1.2 
3.000 and 1.500 uses 1.7 
3.000 and 1.100/1.200/1.300 1.4 
1.500 and 1.100/1.200/1.300 1.1 
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 (d) If the joint use of the same parking spaces by two or more principal uses involves 
satellite parking spaces, then the provisions of Section 15-298 are also applicable. 
 
Section 15-297.1   Creation of Public Parking Lots from Private Parking Areas (AMEND-
MENT 4/15/03) 
 Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, within the B-1(c) and B-1(g) zoning 
districts: 
 

(1) The town may acquire through lease or purchase portions of one or more lots 
and create out of the area so acquired an independent parking lot (use 
classification 10.100); 

 
(2) Acquisition by the town and use of portions of lots as provided in this section 

shall not be regarded as creating a non-conforming situation with respect to 
parking on such lots or making any existing situation more non-conforming with 
respect to parking. 

 
(3) When the town acquires and uses portions of lots as provided in this section, the 

number of spaces within the public parking lot so created that are attributable to 
the portion of the parking lot acquired from each “donor” lot shall be regarded 
as still being located on each “donor” lot for purposes of determining whether 
each “donor” lot complies with the parking requirements of this article. 

 
Section 15-298   Satellite Parking 
 
 (a) If the number of off-street parking spaces required by this chapter cannot reasonably be 
provided on the same lot where the principal use associated with these parking spaces is located, then 
spaces may be provided on adjacent or nearby lots in accordance with the provisions of this section.  
These off- site spaces are referred to in this section as “satellite” parking spaces. 
 

(b) All such satellite parking (except spaces intended for employee use or spaces re-
quired in relation to use 8.800, Performing Arts Space) may be located within 1000 feet of the 
public entrance of a principal building housing the use associated with such parking. 
(AMENDED 11/27/18) 

 
 (c) The developer wishing to take advantage of the provisions of this section must present 
satisfactory written evidence that he has the permission of the owner or other person in charge of the 
satellite parking spaces to use such spaces.  The developer must also sign an acknowledgment that the 
continuing validity of his permit depends upon his continuing ability to provide the requisite number or 
parking spaces. 
 
 (d) Subject to subsection (e), persons who obtain satellite parking spaces in accordance 
with this section shall not be held accountable for ensuring that the satellite parking areas from which 
they obtain their spaces satisfy the design requirements of this article. (AMENDED 3/11/86) 
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 (e) Satellite parking may be obtained from an independent automobile parking lot or garage 
[use classification 10.100, see definition subdivision 15-15(32.1)].  However, if a separate lot is owned 
by an enterprise needing off-site parking and is leased by that enterprise for a period of more than four 
years (including automatic renewals or renewal options) and is used as a parking lot by that enterprise 
(and others may lawfully be excluded), then such off-site lot shall be regarded as part of the lot on 
which the enterprise is located for purposes of the paving and other design requirements of this chapter. 
(AMENDED 3/11/86) 
 
Section 15-299   Special Provisions for Lots With Existing Buildings and Lots within 
Neighborhood Preservation Districts  (AMENDED 9/26/89)  
 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chapter, whenever (i) there exists a lot 
with one or more structures on it constructed before the effective date of this chapter, and (ii) a 
change in use to other than a performing arts space (use classification 8.800) that does not involve 
any enlargement of a structure is proposed for such lot, and (iii) the parking requirements of Sec-
tion 15-291 that would be applicable as a result of the proposed change cannot be satisfied on such 
lot because there is not sufficient area available on the lot that can practicably be used for park-
ing, then the developer need only comply with  the  requirements  of  Section  15-291  to  the  
extent  that  (i)  parking  space  is practicably available on the lot where the development is locat-
ed, and (ii) satellite parking  space  is  reasonably available  as  provided  in  Section  15-298.  
However, if satellite parking subsequently becomes reasonably available, then it shall be a contin-
uing condition of the permit authorizing development on such lot that the developer obtain satellite 
parking when it does become available. (AMENDED 11/27/18) 
 
 (b) Whenever the neighborhood preservation district commission determines that the 
number of parking spaces otherwise required by this article for a development within the neighborhood 
preservation district would render such development incongruous with the special character of the 
district, it may recommend that the permit-issuing authority wholly or partially waive such parking 
requirements.  Upon such recommendation, the permit-issuing authority may authorize a lesser number 
of parking spaces than that presumptively required under this article if it concludes that such deviation 
(i) will not create problems due to increased on-street parking and (ii) will not constitute a threat to 
public safety. (AMENDED 09/26/89) 
 
Section 15-300   Loading and Unloading Areas. 
 
 (a) Whenever the normal operation of any development requires that goods, merchandise, 
or equipment be routinely delivered to or shipped from that development, a sufficient off-street loading 
and unloading area must be provided in accordance with this section to accommodate the delivery or 
shipment operations in a safe and convenient manner. 
 
 (b) The loading and unloading area must be of sufficient size to accommodate the numbers 
and types of vehicles that are likely to use this area, given the nature of the development in question.  
The following table indicates the number and size of spaces that, presumptively, satisfy the standard set 
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forth in this subsection.  However, the permit-issuing authority may require more or less loading and 
unloading area if reasonably necessary to satisfy the foregoing standard. 
 

GROSS LEASABLE AREA OF 
BUILDING 

NUMBER OF SPACES WITH MINIMUM DIMENSIONS 
OF 12’ x 55’ AND OVERHEAD CLEARANCE OF 14’ 

FROM THE STREET GRADE 

1,000 - 19,999 1 
20,000 - 79,999 2 
80,000 - 127,999 3 
128,000 - 191,999 4 
192,000 - 255,999 5 
256,000 - 319,999 6 
320,000 - 391,999 7 

Plus one (1) for each additional 72,000 square feet or fraction thereof. 
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 (c) Loading and unloading areas shall be so located and designed that the vehicles intended 
to use them can (i) maneuver safely and conveniently to and from a public right-of-way, and (ii) 
complete the loading and unloading operations without obstructing or interfering with any public 
right-of-way or any parking space or parking lot aisle. 
 
 (d) No area allocated to loading and unloading facilities may be used to satisfy the area 
requirements for off-street parking, nor shall any portion of any off-street parking area be used to satisfy 
the area requirements for loading and unloading facilities. 
 
Section 15-301   No Parking Indicated Near Fire Hydrants. 
 
 Whenever a fire hydrant is located adjacent to any portion of a vehicle accommodation area 
required to be paved under subsection 15-296(a), the pavement shall be clearly marked to indicate that 
parking within fifteen feet of such hydrant is prohibited. (AMENDED 4/27/82) 
 
Section 15-302   Limitation on the Total Lot Coverage Devoted to Surface Parking  
 
 No development approved after the effective date of this section may construct more than 110 
percent of the number of parking spaces determined by the permit issuing authority to be necessary 
to satisfy the requirements of Section 15-291. 
 
Section 15-303 Reserved. 
 
 


	Article XVIII
	PARKING
	Section 15-290   Definitions.
	Section 15-291   Number of Parking Spaces Required.
	(AMENDED 02/04/97; 01/11/00; 5/18/04)
	Section 15-292   Flexibility in Administration Required (Amended 10/23/18)
	Section 15-293   Parking Space Dimensions (AMENDED 9/13/83)
	Section 15-294   Required Width of Parking Area Aisles (AMENDED 5/18/04)
	Section 15-295   General Design Requirements (AMENDED 5/18/04)
	Section 15-296   Vehicle Accommodation Area Surfaces
	Section 15-297  Joint Use of Required Parking Spaces (AMENDED 5/18/04)
	Section 15-297.1   Creation of Public Parking Lots from Private Parking Areas (AMENDMENT 4/15/03)
	Section 15-298   Satellite Parking
	Section 15-299   Special Provisions for Lots With Existing Buildings and Lots within Neighborhood Preservation Districts  (AMENDED 9/26/89)
	Section 15-300   Loading and Unloading Areas.
	Section 15-301   No Parking Indicated Near Fire Hydrants.
	Section 15-303 Reserved.



